FREDERIC CHOPIN AND GEORGE SAND

alarming, and as, with me, he always restrained
himself, he seemed almost to choke and die."

I must make room for one or two glimpses of the
summer life at Nohant, brilliant as it must have been
with the associated gifts of the many clever and
charming people for ever coming and going. Writes
Charles Rollinat, a friend of George Sand's :

" The hospitality there was comfortable, and the
freedom absolute. There were guns and dogs for
those who loved hunting, boats and nets for those
who loved fishing, a splendid garden to walk in.
Every one did as he liked. Liszt and Chopin com-
posed ; Pauline Garcia studied her role of the
Prophete; the mistress of the house wrote a
romance or a drama ; and it was the same with the
others. At six o'clock they assembled again to dine,
did not part company till two or three o'clock

the morning, Chopin rarely played. He could
only be prevailed upon to play when he was sure of
perfection. Nothing in the world would have made
him consent to play indifferently. Liszt, on the
contrary, played always, well or badly."

Chopin, in some of his gayer moods, would invent
a pantomime, and improvise at the piano to the
antics of the various performers. Says George
Sand :

" The whole thing began by pantomime, and

this was of Chopin's invention;  he occupied the

place at the piano and improvised, while the young

people gesticulated scenes and danced comic ballets.
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